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Editor’s Comments 

     Jack Clock 

     First of all I want to apologize for the lateness and the 

brevity of this newsletter. As many of you already know I 

had a serious bladder infection. Since I am allergic to many 

antibiotics, they had a difficult time finding one that would 

cure my infection and one that I was not allergic to. Finally 

they found something that would work, but it was only 

available in IV form. They proceeded to give me this every 

day for two weeks and it did the trick. I am now infection 

free. I must go back to my urologist on Tuesday February 

18, 2020. 

     I am sorry that I missed Roy’s presentation in February. 

I understand that it was a very good one. 

     We have the “Steam News” back this month thanks to 

Jim Corbett.  I am sure many of you missed it over the last 

several months. 

mailto:cincinnatirrclub@gmail.com
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Cincinnati Railroad Club News 

February 7, 2020 

By Randy Krumm 

January 2020 

  
PROGRAMS AT FUTURE MEETINGS 

 

March 5th  Cincinnati’s “Eastern Railroads”: The Indiana Eastern and Cincinnati Eastern 

Railroads.  This is an east side and west side show.  Cincinnati Eastern Railroad (CCET) 

operates on part of the old Norfolk & Western Peavine line from Cincinnati to Ports-

mouth, OH.  The Indiana Eastern operates on former Chesapeake & Ohio Railway rails 

from Richmond, IN to Fernald, OH. 

Presenter: David Rohdenburg, RR photographer and Trains Magazine contributor 

 

April 2nd  Texas & Virginia in the 70s & 80s.  Presenter: Jim Mixter 

 

May 7th  EL, PC, Conrail, Lehigh and More!  Presenter: Dave Michaels 

 

June 4th   Cincinnati New & Old.  Presenter: Chris Mayhew 

 

 

 

TRIPS & EVENTS 
 

March 14th  NMRA Division 7 Flea Market & Trade Show, 10 am – 3 pm, 

   Lakota West Freshman Campus, 5050 Tylersville Rd, West Chester, OH. 

   The Club will have a table at this show, and we’ll need volunteers to staff it.  If you can 

help out, please send an email message to the Club at cincinnatirrclub@gmail.com.  

This is a great way to create awareness for the Club, raise some revenue and meet fellow 

Railfans and Modelers. 

 

 
 

 

 

MEMBER NOTES 
 

We are very sorry to report that Bill Brownlee has passed away. 
  

 
 

Be on the lookout for an email message from the Club asking for feedback regarding 2020 Trip ideas submit-

ted by your fellow members.  We would like a response from as many members as possible so that we can 

determine the level of interest in each possibility.  Thank you in advance! 

mailto:cincinnatirrclub@gmail.com
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Yet Another Way 
Presented by Mike Weber 

January 2020 
(Continued on page 4) 

 

     Yet another way to get to Chicago besides dangerous car travel, bus, air and the Cardinal!! One I have used is 

a speedy drive to Kankakee to ride Amtrak. The morning Amtrak is often late but still gets you into Chicago 

with no need for a car. This route has scored some Illinois transportation dollars and should see improvements, if 

all the money doesn't go to consultants. This actually works well. Better yet, maybe the SOUTH SHORE from 

Michigan City, or South Bend, Indiana.  

     North of Indy the highway manages to cross most major rail lines. If there is something highway 31 is not, it 

is curvy.  Nearing South Bend the decision is to catch a train there, or Michigan City. Far more trains serve 

Michigan City, so we chose it.  The eastern most station used to be called Shops. There is ample parking and 

sometimes a ticket agent. It is also heated and has restrooms. The downtown station is still there but not used. A 

windbreaker type shelter does the job. But the fun sight is the trains rolling down 11th street!  Build in some 

time to see that as it won't last forever.  The young conductor on our train said improvements in the works in-

clude more double track and a line to Dyer!! From Hammond, basically, a new passenger line. Also an effort  to 

get trains out of the street in Michigan City.  Right at the station is a crossing of the freight line. The trains were 

being switched right by our car. Convenient? That would seem to me to be the possible re-route. 

     Trains are frequent and crazy cheap, especially for people of my generation. There are ticket machines, or 

you can buy from a conductor or on-line agents. It is pretty easy. I parked in the station parking lot. 

     The front car of South Shore trains offers a forward view. Well worth trying to get a forward car seat.  I be-

lieve cars seated 109 each and trains were running 8 cars!! Many were on/off at Hammond. 

     If you are driving  Highway 31 be sure to see the Monon display/museum just north of town. This is a good exam-

ple of what money can  buy. It is extremely well done with a  good restaurant on the site. 
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(Yet Another Way...Continued from Page 3) 

January 2020 
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What Is The Status Of The Hamilton Train Station?   
Submitted by Jack Clock                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Hamilton Station in March, 1993 

               Rumors have been circulating that this   

         station is about to come down, but no one 

         seems to know when.  I attempted to con-

         tact the city of Hamilton to see what I could 

         find out but could not get anyone to speak

         with me. If there is any truth to the rumors I 

         guess they do not want to get bombarded 

         with rail fans taking last minute photos. If 

         this ever does happen, it will be a difficult 

         task. Because of its close proximity to the 

         tracks it will be necessary to reroute traffic 

on a temporary basis to be able to safely remove it. Since the tracks are still in service, it is not very  likely that 

this will happen anytime soon. I guess you will not have to rush  to pictures after all. 

     If you ride the Cardinal to Chicago you go right past the station. It no longer stops for passengers there. I 

guess the station will fall apart over time and someone or some group will have to pick up the pieces and keep 

the tracks clear.          

UP 4014 and UP 844 east of Evanston, Wyoming heading west. Photo by John Biehn 

January 2020 
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John Biehn’s Steam News For January 2020  

Courtesy of Jim Corbett 

(Continued on page 7) January 2020 

     Future Oregon Steam...On January 13, 2020, at the Oregon Coast Scenic Railroad, located in Garibaldi, 

Oregon, the tender of Polson steam locomotive No. 90 was separated from the locomotive so that work on her 

restoration could begin. This task took place nearly six decades after No. 90 was first brought to Garibaldi. A 

day later, the restoration team went to work in the snow removing the tender deck and oil tank, which was 

stuck fast to the water tank by old bunker oil. Polson Logging No. 90 is a 2-8-2, 90 ton steam locomotive built 

by Baldwin Locomotive Works in 1926. She was built for the Polson Logging Company of Hoquiam, Wash-

ington, where she remained active on their roster until Polson was purchased by Rayonier Inc. in 1945. She 

continued to haul logs under the Rayonier name until Rayonier made the decision to move to diesel power in 

1962. On March 31, 1962, No. 90 was one of two steam locomotives chosen to pull the last steam hauled log 

trains on the line at a special "Farewell to Steam" event that was attended by a large number of railfans. Upon 

retirement, Rayonier was unwilling to simply scrap a fully working locomotive, so she was offered for sale at 

her scrap value of $1,250.00. The Lions Club of Garibaldi purchased her in 1963 and in 1964, No. 90 was 

moved to Garibaldi and placed on display as a tourist attraction. In the coming days, the 90 will have her water 

tank removed, and the tender frame will be set aside inside the OCSR Garibaldi shop for the trucks and frame 

to be rebuilt, including the building of new leaf springs from the trucks. A new water tank will be fabricated, 

and it is likely a new oil tank will need to be fabricated also. Work on the tender signifies the start of Phase 1 

in the restoration of the Polson No. 90. Phase 1 will see the restoration of the tender as well as the boiler por-

tion of the locomotive prepared for ultrasound, including the abatement of asbestos, and the removal of the cab 

and other boiler parts. Fundraising for the project is going well, with both cash and in kind donations being 

received. This has come from multiple sources including passengers on OCSR excursion trains, online dona-

tions, and a highly successful fundraising dinner that raised $35,000 for the project. Multiple grants are also 

being applied for to help with the work. If you would like to help with a donation, go to                     

savethepolson90.org/donate 

 

     Future Washington Steam.. The Chelatchie Prairie Railroad, a volunteer-run tourist rail operation near 

Vancouver, Washington, has begun a GoFundMe campaign to raise money to restore its steam locomotive to 

operating condition. The Crossett Western No. 10, an ALCO 2-8-2T built in 1929, has been idled for its feder-

ally mandated inspection, according to Doug Auburg, treasurer and station manager for the Chelatchie Prairie. 

It last operated on Mother's Day weekend 2019. "We hope to have the locomotive back in service sometime 

next year, though that is completely dependent on what problems they find and how much volunteer labor is 

available to do that work," he said. Auburg says the restoration may cost as much as $200,000. The locomo-

tive's cab, saddle tank and fuel bunker have all been removed for repair work of their own. The lagging has 

been stripped, while boiler tubes have been removed for testing. The railroad, which was once the Battle 

Ground, Yacolt & Chelatchie Prairie, operates a 33 mile former Northern Pacific branch line that has been 

owned since the mid-1980's by Clark County, Washington. No. 10 is an ALCO Brooks locomotive built in 

Dunkirk, New York. It was later sold to Hammond Lumber Company, and retired as a static display in the mid

-1960s. Pete Replinger bought the locomotive in 1974, who leased it to the railroad in 2002. Restoration was 

completed in 2006 and the locomotive pulled its first excursion trains in December that year. The GoFundMe 

campaign has a goal of $50,000. (Thanks to Bill Virgin) 

 

     Possible Future Colorado Steam..Recently, a community information meeting was held by the Central 

City Railway and Mining Museum to propose the revival of the narrow gauge railroad in Central City. The his-

toric Colorado & Southern Railroad's 1892 Baldwin locomotive No. 71, the tender and baggage car that pres-

ently sit at the entrance to the Grand Z Casino & Hotel parking garage would be moved, restored and eventual-

ly put back into service as a tourist railroad. The Grand Z was sold in September along with all Z properties 

and it is now time for the city of Central City to decide what to do with the train. Mr. Cort Hammond and Mr. 

John Knapff were brought together by family, hockey and the love of trains. The third partner of the group, 

http://savethepolson90.org/donate
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(Steam News, Continued from Page 6) 

January 2020 

Bassett was unable to attend the meeting that night. These three men are the team that are proposing 

the restoration of the train. The group has leased the Spring Street Depot and would build a temporary barn that 

would house the train during restoration. The late Floyd Cochran and his grandson Cort Hammond were the 

team that restored and ran old 71 back in the late 1980s. It ran into the early 1990s as a tourist attraction out of 

the Spring Street Depot. After Cochran and Hammond closed the tourist train operation in 1990, old 71 has not 

run since. The meeting began with John Knapff who spoke of the many benefits a tourist railroad would bring 

to the city and how it could 

become a community project. Hands on learning, historical education and events for students in the local and 

metro areas were brought up. More importantly, a running train and museum would attract more of the 

statewide tourists into the city and in turn would help the Gilpin History Museum & Tours and the Opera 

House. Most of the concern shown from the audience was about noise for city residents and fire danger. Ham-

mond stated that the group's plan is to have a fire crew work side by side with local fire departments. Also, ini-

tially, the train would run on only 1,800 feet of track which would be on top of barren mine tailings where 

there is no vegetation. The proposal is for Central City to consider donating the train to the Gilpin Historical 

Society that it then will be eligible for grant monies. The city would then donate an incentive amount for the 

museum project of $175,000 grant and $325,000 in restoration funds. The projected cost of restoration for the 

train is $500,000. Ideas for funding and accepting donations were also discussed. Motion for adoption of the 

proposal will occur at the next budget meeting. 

(Thanks to Teri Metallo, The Mountain Ear, via Ken Borg) 

 

      

     Age of Steam Tour...Tickets are still available for the Ferroequinologist Tours scheduled for May 30 and 

June 27. These guided tours last approximately three hours at the Age of Steam Roundhouse located near 

Suarcreek, Ohio.The tour includes Age of Steam's collection of steam locomotives, shop, turntable, machine 

shop and store house. These tours are an in-depth look at the technical aspects concerning steam engineering, 

locomotive mechanics, industrial heritage, railroad history and roundhouse architecture.  

For ticket orders, go to ageofsteamroundhouse.org/the-ferroequinologist-tour 

 

      

     Union Pacific 3985 News...The following is from Mr. Ed Dickens, Senior Manager Heritage Operations at 

Union Pacific Railroad. Information has been released as far back as May, 2019 regarding the 4-6-6-4 No. 

3985's current status which is ..officially retired. As mentioned during that time, there are no plans to restore 

the UP 3985. Having fired and operated that locomotive many, many thousands of miles, this is not the news 

that you or I want to hear. But I feel most everyone understands having two steam locomotives on the roster 

has historically been the norm on the U.P. This is still the case. As time permits, we may release additional in-

formation on exactly why that locomotive has not operated since 2010. Many years of hard operation has re-

sulted in the locomotive requiring a complete frame up restoration just as the Big Boy recently received. 

http://ageofsteamroundhouse.org/the-ferroequinologist-tour
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P.O. Box 14157  

Cincinnati, OH 45250-0157 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

March 2020 Meeting     

  

  

Time Sensitiv
e Material 

Please Deliver A.S.A. P.  

    The next regular meeting of the Cincinnati Railroad Club will be held on Thursday March 5th at 7:30 pm 

at Harmony Lodge, 646 E. Epworth Ave, Winton Place.  The evening’s program will be Cincinnati’s 

“Eastern Railroads”: The Indiana Eastern and Cincinnati Eastern Railroads. The program will be        

presented by David Rohdenburg, RR photographer and Trains Magazine contributor. 

January 2020 


